
Here are some performance tricks that I have picked up in 
accordion workshops over the years. They are easy to do and quite 
effective. !
! The first one is more of a philosophy or mindset, but it 
shapes your attitude and viewpoint about what you are doing. 
Stated simply, remember that you are not playing notes—or even 
playing a song: you are entertaining. You are entertaining an 
audience, which means that you are not in this show alone; you 
must connect with your listeners. It is important to make eye 
contact, talk to your audience, and perform for them. Tell them 
some history about the song. Let them know why you like this 
music. And then, communicate with your instrument using 
expressive bellow techniques, tempo variations, and reed changes. 
Remember, you are not just playing notes, you are entertaining.!
! Most people are fascinated with the accordion. It is not only 
interesting to look at, but people are captivated by your dexterity: 
“How can you play with both hands, move the bellows… and 
what are all those buttons on the left hand?” So with all of this 
curiosity, don’t hide behind your music stand! Most of us have 
learned to play with the music stand in front of us and the sheet 
music positioned almost vertically. In this arrangement, most of the 
accordion and your hand work is completely hidden.!
! Try this idea instead: place the music stand to your right 
side and tilt the music tray so that it is almost horizontal. Practice 
with the stand in this position, and it will begin to feel normal in a 
few weeks. Now when you perform, the music stand is handy and 
easy to see; but your audience has an unobstructed view of your 
beautiful accordion and talented finger work.!
! The third trick is an old one… you already know it. Smile! I 
know some of you are thinking, “But, I do smile.” What I would 
like you to know is that as we get older, it becomes harder to smile. 
We have all seen the humorous birthday cards about sagging body 
parts. And, truth be told, a lot of our body parts are indeed having 
a difficult time standing up to gravity. As we age we tend to lose 
muscle tone; this looseness is especially true of the muscles in our 
face. Aging facial muscles really do make it more difficult to smile. 
Even when we remember to smile, it takes more effort to make our 
smile shine forth. Practice smiling in a mirror, and you will see that 
you really need to overdo it a little just to get your smile to show. 
Put a mirror on your music stand and include a little smile practice 
along with your music practice.!
! Three easy tricks… give them a try.!

Three Easy Tricks!
To Make You a Better Accordionist!

by John Martin

Come out 
from behind 
the stand.

More than notes…

Smile!


