
 

 

Your Smart Phone 
As a Musical Friend 

by John Martin 
 
Smart phones and tablets are everywhere. We 
use them for calendars, games, weather 
forecasts, maps, traffic information, calculators, 
and a hundred other things. And, (almost forgot) 
we use them for telephone calls. 
 If you are an accordionist, you should also 
know that these smart phones and tablets could 
help you become a better musician. They can 
help you identify songs, find sheet music, teach 
musical skills, and even make music more fun. 
 Have you ever been in a restaurant and 
found yourself listening to the background music 
and thinking to yourself, “What is that song?” 
Well, chances are that you can find the answer 
more quickly than you ever imagined with the 
help of your smart phone. Not only can you find 
the name of the song, your phone can actually 
help you become a better musician.  
 While I will be referring to an iPhone, most 
smart phones also have free or low cost apps 
(applications) that musicians will love. Here are 
a few apps that I have found useful. I will 
mention only a few titles, but please note that 
there are thousands of apps that will work on 
your phone.  
 Let’s begin by finding the name of a song 
that we heard in the restaurant. If the song is 
still playing when my curiosity strikes, I grab my 
iPhone and open an application called 

“Shazam.” Touch the listen 
button and Shazam uses the 
iPhone’s microphone to grab a 
sample of the music. Shazam 
analyses the sample and within 
a few seconds… Shazam! You 

know the title, the artist, and a list of recordings 
that have been made of the song. And, you can 
even purchase this track from the iTunes store. 
Shazam is free, which makes it even more fun! 
 Now suppose you heard a song and you 
didn’t have your smart phone available. Or, 
maybe it is a song that you just can’t get out of 
your head. With no music currently playing 
Shazam can’t help you. But, you can use a 

similar program called SoundHound. In addition 
to recognizing music from recordings (like 
Shazam) SoundHound will let you hum the tune. 
Really! Touch the button and start humming the 
song. Within a few seconds SoundHound will 
pop up with a title or two and offer you a sample 
of the song as it was professionally recorded. 

SoundHound will say 
something like, “This 
sounds like Blue Moon. 
Listen to one of these 

sample recordings to see if we got it right?” 
SoundHound also gives you the opportunity to 
purchase commercial recordings from the 
iTunes store. 
 Now that you know the name of the song, 
let’s find some sheet music. There are several 
places on the web that can help you find and 
print sheet music. I like to use 
OnlineSheetMusic.com. It is very interesting just 
to look at their home page. For example, I like to 
look at “Popular Sheet Music.” Here I can see 
what music people are looking at and buying. 

As I am writing 
this, “Let it Go” 
from the movie 
Frozen is on the 
top of the list. 

Clicking on this song takes me to a preview 
screen of the sheet music. In addition to seeing 
the sheet music on-screen, I can listen to the 
arrangement and transpose the song into the 
key of my choosing. Price of the music varies, 
but is generally $3 to $5 a song. If you would 
like to try OnlineSheetMusic.com, be sure to 
enter “nwaccordion” as the discount code on the 
checkout screen and receive a 15% discount on 
your first order (excludes folios and already 
discounted products). 
 Need a metronome? There are a lot to 
choose from in the iTunes app store. Many are 
free, but I use a 99-cent app called “Metronome 
Touch.” You can program it with different 
sounds and looks. In addition it will synchronize 
with other Metronome Touch applications at the 
same location. With iPhones on the music 
stands, band members can synchronize their 
Metronome Touch with the director’s 



 

 

Metronome Touch. 
Everyone in the orchestra 
can hear the beat at the 
same time. Now everyone 
may not need this feature, 
but you must admit that it 
is very cool. 
 If you want to play a 
musical instrument on 
your phone, there are lots 
of instruments to choose 
from. Of course there are 
lots of piano keyboards 
and guitars. There are 

also apps to teach you how to play a button box 
and unusual instruments like the Kalimba, a 
Caribbean reed instrument played with the 
thumbs. One of my favorites apps is called 
“Ocarina.” An ocarina is a simple flute-like wind 

instrument. With the smart 
phone app installed, your 
touch screen becomes the 
flute’s finger holes and your 
microphone becomes the 
mouthpiece. Simply blow at 
the microphone and flute 
sounds come out of the 
speaker. Now, let’s be 
honest… having a $500 
phone imitate a $5 plastic flute 
is not much of a trick. But 

wait, there’s more. While you are playing songs 
on your phone, you are broadcasting to other 
players around the world. Someone on the other 
side of the world can be listening to you. And, if 
you touch the globe on the bottom of your 
screen, you can hear people playing their 
music… and the globe on your screen will tell 
you where they are. Now that is interesting! 
 Next, let’s look at two apps that help develop 
your musical skills. The first one is called “Learn 
Notes!” It is a basic drill and practice program 
for learning to identify musical notation and 
finding notes on the keyboard. Obviously this 
would be great for a beginning student. But, it 
can also be helpful for accordionists who are 
weak in reading notes in the bass clef. We are 
right-hand and treble-clef-focused musicians. 

So when we are presented 
with a bass solo, most of us 
have to concentrate and try to 
remember our mnemonic 
helps to read the notes. So, 
drill and practice on the bass 
clef might be helpful. 
 A free instructional 
program that I find helpful is 
called “Better Ears Beginner.” 
This is a basic version of 
“Better Ears,” which is priced 

at $14.99. It is a sophisticated ear-training 
program that helps you develop your musical 

hearing capabilities. There 
are 10 different exercises that 
help you recognize notes, 
intervals, chords and more. If 
you were a music major in 
college today, you would be 
required to take an ear 
training class. That is how 
important this skill is to the 
professional musician. With 
the free beginner app you can 
learn a lot and decide if you 

want to advance further with the paid version. 
 Most of these apps work on both phones 
and tablets and appear on both devices when 
downloaded. So, the apps that I have loaded on 
my iPhone are also on my iPad. This feature is 
nice because the iPad is easier to see and 
manipulate when I am at home, but the iPhone 
is always with me and ready to use. 
 There are over a million apps for the iPhone 
and iPad. If you are using the Android operating 
system you have about 700,000 apps to choose 
from. Many of these are musical apps that can 
be helpful, instructive, or just plain fun! If you 
have a smart phone or tablet, get to know the 
app store for your device. Find a few musical 
apps that interest you and give them a try. You 
will find that your smart phone can be a great 
musical friend! 
 


